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Media Release
Friday, 21 May 2010 
AC Baths refurbishments to begin with hydro-slide building
The Taupo/Kaingaroa-Mangakino/Pouakani Committee (TKMP) have resolved to procure design teams for the major refurbishment works at the AC Baths and a separate locally based design team for the hydro-slide building.  

Project Manager Andrew Boden presented a report outlining remedial works and refurbishment of the AC Baths to the TKMP Committee.  A major upgrade to the AC Baths was undertaken in 2002, unfortunately time has proved the design and construction of the complex has some significant flaws.  
Mr Boden advised that condensation problems have resulted in the presence of mould on the internal and external building fabric that, whilst posing no health and safety concerns, need to be addressed as part of the refurbishment works.  

He said the hydro-slide building is also in need of remedial works and this could be undertaken as a priority with the larger refurbishments to follow. “I envisage the work on the hydro-slide building could begin early next year with completion in mid 2011, options may include replacing or refurbishing the existing internal and external building fabric.”  

TKMP Chairman Kathryn Uvhagen asked that design solutions, costs and timeframes be provided to the Committee for approval before any work begins. “I agree with some of the suggestions in the report, in particular the need to provide better disabled parking and access to the pools, however we need to carefully consider all the options for the larger refurbishments and balance expectations with affordability.”

Council will be working with key user groups from within the community to explore options for this project.  The refurbishment of the larger complex is likely to begin in 2012. There is around $6M in the LTCCP over the next 5 years to fund the refurbishments.
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